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SOUTH AFRICA

QUICK FACTS

Population
55,600,000

(2016, government census)

Language of
Instruction
1 official languages-

English, Afrikaans, Sepedi,
Sesotho, Setswana, Xhosa,
Swati, and Zulu

Compulsory Education
Grade 9

Academic Year

February - November at
universities

NUMBER OF SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENTS
IN THE UNITED STATES

2014/2015 2015/2016
Total: 1,838 Total: 1,813
Other/OPT Other/OPT
21x% Undergraduate 17x% Undergraduate
53x% 53x%
Craduatd raduate’
26% 30%

Source: IIE Open Doors Data, 2014/2015 Source: IE Open Doors Data, 2015/2016
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GRADING SCALE & U.S. EQUIVALENT

Higher Education Grading Scale

Scale U.S.Grade Equivalent
75-100 A
70-74 A-
60-69 B
50-59 C
0-49 F

WES DOCUMENT REQUIREMENTS

Required Documents

Secondary Education

External examination results for the Senior Certificate
sent directly by UMALUSI.

Higher Education

Academic transcripts for all programs of study - sent
directly by the institutions attended.

Photocopies of all degree certificates - submitted by the
applicant.

EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

Note: Not all
awards or study
patterns are
included

postgraduate

Master

National
Diploma
Bachelor
Honours
National
2 Higher
Certificate

undergraduate

National

Bachelor 5 Certificate

4

Bachelor 1

National Senior Certificate - NSC
(secondary education: further training
and eduation phase, grade 10-12)

Senior Phase
(secondary education: general education
and training phase, grade 7 - 9)

Intermediate Phase
(primary education, grade 4 - 6)

Foundation Phase (incl. Reception Phase)
(primary education, grade R - grade 3)

Source: Nuffic

wenr.wes.org
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